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‘ELECTION SERMON. | 


EXODUS :8. an | ar 


—Thou fhalt provide out of all the people, 
able men, fuch as fear God, men of truth, 
hating coveteoufne/s ; and place fuch over 
them to berulers— 


LMIGHTY God who governs. the 

y world generally carrics on the defigns 
of his government by the inftrumen- 

tality. of fubordinate agents ; hereby 

giving {cope and opportunity to his creatures to 


_ become his minifters for good to one another, 


‘in the exercife of the various powers and ca- 
pacitics with which he has endowed thems. 
"Lho’ for the vindication of his honor, to difpel 
the darknefs and give a check to the idolatry and 
vice which overfpread the world, and in order 
to prepate mankind for the reception of a Savi- 
our to be manifefted in due time, God was 
pleafed to take the Jewifh nation under his par- 
ticular care and protection, and to become their 

i political 


| fs 
political law-giver and head ; yet he. made uf 
of the agency of fome of that people in the ad- 
miniftration of his government. The legiflative 
power he feems to havé referved wholly to him- 
- felf; there being no evidence that any of the 
_ rulers‘or aflemblies of the people had authority 
| to make laws. But the judicial and executive 
powers were intrufted with men. At the fir ft 
-‘Gnftitution of the governmen:, Mofes fcems to 
have exercifed the judicial authority wholly by 
 himfelf. In this bufinefs he was employed trom 
morning till evening, when Jethro, his father in 
~ Jaw, the pricft and prince of Midian came te vilit 
| him. This wife man, for {uch he furely was, 
| obferved to Mofes, that this bufinefs was tao 
) heavy for him, and what he was notable to per- 
| form alone ; and therefore advifed him to appoint: 
| proper perfons to bear the burthen with him, 
4 provided it was agreeable to the divine .will. 
. Mofes it is faid, in the context, hearkened tothe 
| veice of his. fathey in law, and did all that he © 
had faid. There can be no doubt but that God 
approved this meafure, tho’ it was firlt fuggetted 
by a pagan, otherwife ir would not have been 
adopted. It {cems indced to have been highly 
expedient, and even neceflary. From whence it 
appears, thateven in this government which was 
- fo immediately the work of God, room was left 
_ for men to make fuch appointments and inftitu- 
tions, as by experience fhould be found necefiary 
for the due adminiftration of it. The png 
& plan 


> 
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plan was laid by God, and he was the fole legifia- 
tor. This was neceflary in that age of darknefs, 
idolatry and vice. - Mankind feem to have been 
too ignorant and cortupt to form a conftitutien, 
and a code of laws, in any good meafure adapted 
to promote their piety, virtue and  happinefs, 
But God left many fmaller matters to be regu- 
lated by the wifdom and difcretion of the people. 
This is agreeable to a general rule of the divine 
condu& ; which is not to accomplith that, in 2 
fupernatural or miraculous way, which may be 
gone by the exertion of human powers. 


Ir is faid, in the context, that in compliance. 
with the advice of Jethro, Mofes chofe able 
men—and made them rulers. Bur it is gene- 
rally fuppofed that they were chofen by the peo- 
ple. This is afferted by Jofephus, and plainly 
intimated by Mofes in his recapitulary difcourfe 
recorded in 1 chap. of Deut. where he fays to 
the people, “I fpake unto you, faying Lam not 
able to bear you myfeif alone—take ye wife men, 
and underftanding, and known among your tribes, 
and E will make them rulers over you”. So that 
thefe officers were without doubt elected by the 
people, tho’ introduced by Mofes into their 
office. And indeed the Jews always cxer¢ifed 
this tight of choofing their own rulers; even 
Saul and David and all their fucceffors in the 
throne, were made kings by the voice of the 
people. (fee 1 Sam. 11, 159. 2 Sam. 2, 4; 5,3.) 
Pais nacural and importance right, God never de- 
‘prived them of, tho’ they had fhewa fo much 


folly: 
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foily and perverfenefs, in rejecting. him, and dé 


firing to havea king like the nations around thems 


Tur bufinefs for which Jethro advifed, that 


thefe rulers fhould be chofen was to decide the 
{maller and lefs difficult matters of controverfy 


that arefe among the people; while caufes of 


greater confequence were ta be brought before 


Mofes: So that they were a fort of infexior ju-' 
dicial officers, or jadges of inferior courts. Tho’ 
they were not officers of the higheft dignity and 
authority in the ftate, yet the midianitifh fage 
advifed, that they fhould be “ able men, fuch as 
fear God, men of truth hating covetcoufnels ; 
judging that fuch men only were fit for the office. 
He has here.in a few words pointed out to us 
what fort of men are proper to be put in autho- 
rity, Whether in an higher or lower ftation ; for 
if fuch qualifications are neceflary for this infe- 
rior office, they mult futely be more fo, for the 
higher and fupreme offices in government. And — 


the confideration of thefe qualifications, is what 


} principally intend in the following difcourfe : 


-< But before I enter upon this, 1 would give a 


little attention to two or three other points. . 
Accordingly | fhall confider, Ace et) 


I. THe neceffity of civil government to the 
happinefs of mankind. « 


If. Tue right-of the people to choofe theit — 
own rulers. - 


il, The 


{9 ] 
Fi. Tu bufinels of rulers in general. 


Thefe particulars being finithedi ina few words, 
I fhall then, — 


iv. PARTY CULARLY confider the qualifies: 
tions pointed out in the text, as neceflary 
for civil rulers. 


After which, the i willbe applied to the 
prefent occafion. 


—W. Ler ds confi der the ecelfity of ‘civil go- 
vernment for the happinefs of mankind. - Men 
have in all ages and nations been induced by a 
fenfe of their wants and weaknefles, as well as 
by their love of fociety, to keep up fome dgter- 
courfe with one another. A man totally fepa- 
rated from his fpecies, would be lefs able to 
provide for himfelf than almoft any other crea- 
ture. Some fort of fociety, fore intercourfe 
With other men is neceflary to his hee if 
Not to his very exiftence. 


Suppose then a number sf men living 1 near 
together, and maintaining that intercourfe which 
is neceffary for the fapply of their wants, but 
without any laws or government eftablithed a- 
mong them by mutual confent ; or in what is 
called a ftate of mature. In this fate every one 
has an equal right to liberty, and to do what he 
thinks proper. The love. of liberty is natural. 
toall: It appears the firft, opperates the moft 

B forceably 


forceably and is extinguifhed the laft. of any of 
our paflions. And this principle would lead 
every man to purfue and enjoy every thing, to 
which he had an inclination. Several perfons 
would no doubtdefire and purfue the fame thing, 
which only one could enjoy. Hence contefts 
would arife’; and, no one clfe having a right to 
interfere, they muft be fetcled by the parties : 
But prejudice and felf-love would render theta 
partial judges, and probably prevent an’ amicable 
fettlement ; fo that the difpute muft at laft be 
ended by the ftrongeft arm ; and thus the liber- 
ty of the weak would be deftroyed by the pow- | 
er of the ftrong. Every unfuccefsful compete- 
tor would think himfelf injured by another's 
feizing that to which, ia. his own opinion, he 
had an equal right, and ‘would endeavour to. 
obtain compenfation : This would provoke re- 


-taliation, and naturally lead on to an endle&S 


reciprocation of injuries, The injured who 
found himfelf unable to contend with his ad 
verfary, would callin the affitance of fome more 
powerful combatant,to avenge his caufe: The ag- 
greffortoo would endeavor to ftrengthen himfelf 
for defence by affociates ; and thus parties would 
be formed for rapine, devaftation, and murder ; 
and the peaceful {tate of nature foon be exchang- 
ed for a number of little contending tyrannies, 
orfor one fuccefsful one, that fhould {wallow up 
all the reft. This would generally be the cafe 
where men fhould attempt io live without laws: 


! or government ; nor can they any way fecure 


themfelves againft all manner of violence and’ 
injuries 
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Grijuries From bad men, but by uniting together 
fin fociety, agreeing upon fome univerfal rules 
to be obferved by all ;--that controverfies fhall 
be determined, not by the- parties concerned, 
‘but by difinterefted judges, and according to 
eftablifhed rules; that their determinations fhall 
be enforced by the joint power of the whole 
community either in punifhing the injurious or 
protecting the innocent. Man is not to be truft- 
-ed with his unbounded love of liberty, unlefs it 
is under fome other reftraint, than what arifes 
from his own reafon orthe law of God. Thefe, 
jn many inftances, would make but a feeble re- 
fittance to his luft of avarice ; and he would 
purfue his liberty to the deftragtion of his fellow . 
ereatures, if he was notreftrained by human laws - 
and punifhment.- : 


Let us next confider, 


Il. Tue right of the people to choofe their 
own rulers. 


No man is borm a magiftrate, or with a 
tight to rule over his brethren. ~ If this 
were the cafe, there muft be fome natural mark 
by which it might be known to whom this 
right belongs,-or it could anfwer no end: But 
no man was ever known to come into the world 
with any fuch mark of fuperiority and domini- 
one [ta man by the improvement of his rea- 
fon and moral powers becomes more wife and 
virtuous than. his brethren, this renders bim 

’ bette, 
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Better qualified for authority than others: Bus 
ftill he is no magiftrate or lawgiver, till he is 
appointed fuch by the people. ee 


Nor has one ftate er kingdom a right to ap- 
point rulers foranother. This would infer fuch 
a naturalinequality in mankind as is inconfiftent 
with the equal freedom of all. One ftate may 
indeed by virtue of its fuperior. power aflume 
this right; and the weaker ftate may be obliged 
to fubmit to it, for want of power to refift. But 
it is an unjuit encroachment upon their liberty, 


“whieh they ought to get rid off as foon as they 
ean: It is a mark of tyranny on one fide, and 


of inglorious flavery on the other. 


‘THe magiftrate is properly the truftee of the. 
people : ré can have no juft power but what 
he receives from them.” To them he ought to. 
be accountable for the ufe he makes of this 
power. Butif a man may be invefted with the 
power of government, which is the united pow- 
er of the community, without their confent, how 
can they call him toaccount; what check can 


| they have vpon him ; or what fecurity for the 


enjoyment of any thing which he may fee fit to 
deprive them of ? They muftin thls cafe be 
flaves: But as every people have a right to be 
free, they muft have a right of choofing their 
own rulers and appointing fuch as they think 
moft proper ; becaufe this right is fo effential to 
liberty, that the moment a people are deprived 
of it, they ceafe to be Iree. This, as has been 

, already, 
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already. obferved, is a right which the Jews ak 
ways enjoyed ; they elected their kings, generals, 


judges and other officers ; tho’ in fome few in- 
ftances God did exprefsly*point out to them the 
perfon whom: they ought to choofe ; which 
however,he has never done to any other people. 
Let us now confider, 
Hl. ‘Tue bufinefs of rulers in general. 


Anp this is, to promote and fecure the hap- 


pinefs of the whole community. For thisead - 


only they. are invefted with power, and only for 


this end it ought to be employed. The apoftle . 


tells us, that the magiftrate is God’s minifter for 


good to the people. This is the fole end for . 


which God has ordained, that magiftrates fhould 
be appointed, that they may carry on his bene- 
volent purpofes, in promoting the good and 
happinefs of human fociety ;'and hence their 


power is faid to be from God ; that is, it is fo, * 


while they employ it according to his will. But 
when they aé againft the good of fociety, they 
cannot be faid to a& by authority from God, 


any more, than a fervant can be faid to act by 
his mafter’s authority, while he aéts directly. 


contrary to his will. And no people, we may 
prefume, ever eleéted a magiftrate for any other 
end, than their own good ; confequently when 
a magiftrate aéts againft this end, he cannot act 
by authoriry from the people ; fo that he atts, 


in this cafe, without any authority either from. 
God 


| 
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Godot man. He cannot by any lawful authe- 
rity at agzioft, but only for the good of fociety. 

This in general is the bufinefs of civil -rmiers ; 

But there are a variety of ways and means by 
which they ate to carry on this bufinefs and 
accomplifh. sie important end of their inftiuti- 
On, which it 1s quite beyond my prefent defign 


particularly to poigt out, tho’ there may be oc- 


cafion to fuggelt fume of them: j in the preete’s 
of my difcourfe. 


Let us now confider, 


IV. Tue qualifications iestired out in thd 
text, as neceffary for pulek 

I. They cnt be able men. God has fate a 
great difference in men in refpect of their natural 
powers both of body and mind: To fome he 
has given more, to others fewer talents. Nor 
is there perhaps a lefs difference in this refpeé, 
arifing fromeducation. And tho’ their are none 
but what -may be good members of civil fociety 
as well as faithful fervants of God; yet every 


‘one has. not abilities fafficient to make him a. 


good civil ruler. Woe unto thee, O- land, 
when thy king is a child, fays Solomon; hereby 


_ intimating that the happirtels of a people de- 


pends greatly upon the character of its rulers, 
and that if they refemble children in weaknefs, 
ignorance, credulity, ficklenefs, &c. the peo- 
ple will of courfe be very miferable: By able 
men may be intended men of good underftand- 

ing 


Ing and knowledge ; men of clear heads, who 
have improved their minds by exercife, acquired 
ap habit of reafoning, and furnifhed themfelves 
with a good degree of knowledge: Men who 
have'a juft conception of the nature and end of 
government in general, of the natural rights of 
mankind, of the aature and importance of civil 
and religious liberty; a know'edge of human 
nature ; of the-f{prings of ation ana the réadieft 
way to engage and influence the heart; an ac= 
quaintance with the people to be governed. their 
genius, their prejudices, their intereft with refpea& 
to other ftates, what difficultics they are under, 
what dangers chcy are liable to, and what they 
are able ia bear anddo, Thefe things are ever 
to be taken into coufideration by Jegiflators, 
when they make laws tor the internal. police 
of a people, and ia their tranfaétions with, or. 
refpecting other ftates. It would be going too’ 
far to fay, that an honeft man cannot bea good 
ruler, unlefs he be of the firt charactér for good 
fenfe, learning and knowledge ; but it will not. 
bedenied, that the more he excels in thefe things, 
the more likely, he will be to rule well: He 
will be better able to fee what meafures are 
fuited to the temper and genius of the people, 
and moft conducive to the end of his infticution ; 
how to raife neceflary fupplies for the expences 
of government in ways moft eafy and agreeable 
to the people ; how co extricate them out of di- 
ficulties iu which they may be involved; how 
to negotiate with foreign powers, how to pre- 
vent or mitigate the calamitics of war, by com=-' 
promifing 


| 


{ 16 4 


: promifiag differences or putting the people inte 


a condition to defend themfelves and repel in- 
jariessIn a word, how torender them happy and 
refpectable in peace, or formidable in war. 
Thefe things require a very confiderable degree 
of penetration and knowledge. 


As it is of great importance to the commu: 
nity, that learning and knowledge be diffufed 


among the people in general, it is proper that 


the government fhould take all proper meafures— 
for this purpofe; making provifion for the efta- 
blifhment and fupport of literary fchools and 
colleges : But ignorant and illiterate men will 
not be likely to be the patrons of dearning ; 
unacquainted with its excellency and import- 
ance, and feeing no comlinefs or beauty in it ; 
they will reject and defpife it, as the Jews did 
the great teacher of wifdom who came from 
God. I+ would not be ftrange if fuch mien en- 
trufted with the government of a people fhould 
wholly negle& to make any provifion for the 
encouragement of literature. It is therefore 
proper that rulers fhould be men of underftand- 
ing and learning, in order to their being difpofed 
to give due encouragement and fupport to the 
teachers and profeffors of the liberal arts and 
{ciences.. 


Ir may be further obferved, that weak and ” 
illiterate men at“the head of a government, will 
be likely to place, in inferior and fubordinate 
offices, men of their own character, merely 
becaufe they know no better, Bur 
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‘Bur by able men, may be intended men of 
€ourage, of firmnefs and refolution of mind = 
Men that will not fink into defpondency at the 
fight of difficulties, ot defert their duty at the 
approach of danger; men that will hazard their 
lives in deferrce of the public, either againft in- 
‘ternal fedition or external enemies, that well not 
fear the refentment of turbulent, fa@ious men ; 
that will be a terror to evil doers, however pow- 
‘erful, and a protection to theinnocent, however 
weak':—-Men that will decide feafonably upon 
matters of importance and firmly abide by their 
‘décifion, ‘not wavering with every wind that 
blows. There are fome men that will halt be- 
tween two opinions and hefitate fo long, when 
any queftion of confequenceis before them, and 
are fo eafily fhaken from their purpofe, when | 
they have formed one, that they are on this ac- 
count very unfitto be intrufted with ‘public 
authority.~ Such double-minded men will be 
unftable in all their ways; their indecifion in 
council will produce none but feeble and in- 
effe@tual exertions. Aind this doubting and wa= 
vering in the fupreme authority mutt be prejudi- 
cialto the ftate, and, at fome critical times, may 
be‘attended with fatal confequences. Wife men 
will not indeed determine rafhly, but-when the 
oafe requires it, they will refolve {pecdily,and ac& 
with vigor and fteadinefs.  . 


By able men may be further intended men ca- | 
pable of enduring the burdenand fatigue of go- 
vernment ; men that have not broken or debili- 

om tated 
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tated their bodies or minds, by the effeminating 

pleafures of luxury, intemperance or diffipa- 

tion. The fupreme government of'a people is 

always a burden of great weight, tho’ more diffi- 

cult at fome times, than others. It cannot be 
managed well without great diligence and appli- 

cation. Weak and effeminate perfons are there- 

fore by no means fit to manage it, But rulers 
fhould not only be able men, but 


2. Such as fear'God. The fear of God, ia 
the language of fcripture, does notintend 4 
flavith, fuperftitious dread, as of an almighty, ar- 
bitrary and crue! Being ; but that juft reverence 
and awe of him, which naturally arifes from a 
belicf and habitual confideration of his glorious 
perfedtions and providence ; of his being the 
nioral governor of the world, a lover of holinels 
and a hater of vice, who fees every thought and 
defign, as well as every adtion of all his crea- 
tures, and will punith the impenitently vicious 
and reward the virtuous: Jt is therefore @ feat 
of offending him productive of obedience to his 
laws, and ever accompanied with hope in his 
mercy and that filiallove which is due to fo 
-amiablea charaéter. 


Ir is of great importance that. civil rulers be 
poffeffed of this priaciple. It muft be obvious 
_ to all, thata practical regard to the rules of focial 
‘virtue is neceflary to the character of a good 
magitrate. Withost this, a man is unworthy 
ef any tru or confidence. But no prea 
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fo effeGually promotes and eftablithes this regard 
to virtue, as the fear of God. A man may in- 
deed from a regard to the intrinfic amiablenefs 
and excellency of virtue, from a mere fenfe of 
honor, from a loye of fame, from a natural be- 

nevolence of temper, or froma pyaco: regard 
‘to his own teriporal happinefs, follow virtue, 
‘when he is under no ftrong temptation to the 
contrary. But fuppofe him ina fituation, where 
he apprehends that temporal infamy and mifery 
will be the certain confequence of his practifing 
yirtue, and temporal honor and bappinefs the 
confequence of his forfaking it, without any re- 
gard to God, as his ruler and judge, and can we 
expedt that he will adhere to bis duty ! Will he 
facrifice every thing dear in this life, in the ceufe 
of virtue, when He has no expectation of any 
reward for it, beyond the grave ? Will he deny 
himfelf a prefent gratification, without any prof- 
pect of being repaid either here or hereafter? 
Will he expofe himfelf1c reproach, poverty and 
death for the fake of doing good to. mankind, 
without any regard ¢o God, as the rewarder of 
virtue or punifher of vice? This i is not to be ex- 
pected. We all love, and we ought tolove our- 
felves, and all wifh to be happy. Why then thould 
a man give up prefent eafe and happitiefs for fuf- 
fering and death, in the caufe of virtue, if Be 
has no expegtation that God willreward virtuc 
This would be. ading againft the principle St 
felf-love, which is generally too powerhay to be 
counteracted 


Bur 
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But foppofe a man to be habitually under 
the influence of this principle, that is, to believe 
and duly confider God, as his ruler and judge, 
who will hereafter reward virtue and punish vice 
with happinefs and mifery refpectively, unfpeak-. 
ably greater than any to be enjqyed or fuflered 
in this world, and he may then upon rational 
principles and in confiftency with his felf-love, 
forego the greateft temporal good, and expofe 
himfelf to the greateft temporal evil, in the 
caufe of virtue ; and we may reafonably expect 
that he will. Virtue will be his chief good : 
hie will be attached to it, as to his very being, 
with all the ftrength and ardor of his love and: 
gelire of happinefs. The fear of God therefore 
is the moft effe@ual, and the only fure fupporé 
of virtue in the world. : 

x 5 
MEN invefted with civil power are not to be 
fare lefs, but generally much more expofed to 
temptations to violate their duty than other 
men : They have more frequent opportunitics. 
of committing injuries ; and may do it with lefs 
fear of prefemt punifhment ; and therefore ftand 
in need of every poflidle reftraint to keep them 


| from abufing their power, by deviating iato the. 
paths of vice. 


Ir js further to be confidered, that the prac- 
tice of picty, which is comprifed in the fear of 
-God, has a powerful tendency to enoble and 
dignify the mind and beget in it an abhorrence 


‘of every thing mean and bafe ; to infpire a mag- 


nanimicy 
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nanimity and fortitude of fpirit that will firps 
port and carry it thro’ the greateft dangers and 
difficulties ; to refine and purify the heart, to 
difengage it from the vanities of the world, and 
beget that good will and benevolence which are 
the brighteft part of a virtuous character. Con- 
templating daily the perfeétions of the Deity, as 


‘difplayed in the creation, government and re- 


demption of the world, muft naturally tend to 
exalt the affeétions and fix them upon divine 
things, to make us love and defire to imitate the 
moral charaéter of God; and confequently to 
weaken the force of thofe lufts which are fo apt 


to draw men afide and entice them into fin ;— § 


to enliven every principle of virtue, and make 
us perfe@, even as our father in heaven is - 


perfect. 


Ir is alfo to be obferved, that the human 
mind is liable to miftake and err, that circum 
ftances often occur, efpecially to thofe who are 
concerned in government, in which more wifdom 
js neceflary than they are poflefled of, even § 
though they may be able men. In fuch cafes § 
we are directed to look up to God, the original, 


‘and inexhauftible fource of wifdom. Nor have 


we any reafon to fufpeét that fuch applications | 
will be in vain. God perfectly knows the hu- { 
man mind, and all the ways in which its views 9} 
and determinations can be influenced : And he | 
may without infringing upon its moral liberty, § 
by a powerful, though imperceptible operation, | 
put it into fuch a train of thinking, as may give 

it 
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it a jufter-view, and lead it to a wifer determi- 
nation, than it would’ otherwife have formed. 
There is, I apprehend, nothing in this foppofi- 
tion, inconfiftent with the principles of rational 
theology and natural religion. Nor without 
fuppofing that God does thus interpofe, is it ea- 
fy to conceive how that part of the divine 
government which is in the hands of civil rulers, 
fhould in all cafes be adapted to the various cir- 
cumftances of particular perfons. But there is 
little reafon to think that this light and direAion 
‘will be granted to men who have no fear of God 
before their eyes ; becaufe though they lack 
wifdom, they will not afk it of God,who giveth 


a to all men liberally and upbraideth not. And 


rulers being without this divine counfel, it will 
not be ftrange, if, merely for this reafon, their | 
conduét is wrong and ill-judged, calculated in 


' many inftances, not for the good, but the hart 


of the people ; and it may be, at a critical time, 
for their utter deftrucéion. : 


Frere can be no doubt, but God often 
brings diftrefs and ruin upon a finful people, 
through the ill-management of their rulers, 
given up to error and blindnefs. In the 19th 
chapter of Ifaiah we have a prophefy of the 
overthrow of the kingdom of Egypt. And the 


| infamation of their rulers is mentioned as one 


of the immediate caufes of this calamity. ‘I he 
fpiritof Egypt,” faysGod, “ hall fail ; and Iwill ° 
deftroy the counfel thereof.” tis afterwards 
added, ‘* Surely the princes of Zoan are fools, 

; . the 
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the counfel of the wife counfellors of Pharoah 
i3, become bruti(h.”? And in the 29th chapter 
of the fame book, God threatens his own peo- 
ple, that for their hypocrify and other wicked- 
nefs, “the wifdom of their wife men fhall 
perifh, and the underftanding of their prudent 


‘men fhall be hid.” In the fame way, is rea- 


fonable to fuppofe, God often brings -his judg- 
ments upon ether nations. And therefore if a 


_ people defire to have rulers of wife and under- 


{tanding hearts, counfelled and directed by hea- 
ven; they fhould, take care, that they be men 
who fear God. .; E 


Let me obferve oncemore, that it is of great 
importance to their happinefs, that religion and 
virtue generally prevail among a people; and 
in order to this, government fhould ufe its in- 
fluence to promote them. Rulers fhould encou- 
rage them not only by their example, but by 
their authority ; and the people fhould inveft 
them with power to do this, fo far as is con- 
fiftent with the facred and unalienable rights of 
confcience ; which no man is fuppofed to give 
up, or may lawfully give up, when he enters 
into fociety. But referving thefe, the people 
may,and ought to give up every rightand power, 
which will enable him more effc@ually to pro- 
mote the common good, wihout putting it in 
his power effentially to injure it. He ought 
therefore to have power to punith all open 
acts of profanefs andimpiety, as tending by way 
of example to deftroy that reverence of God ff 

: which #f 
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Which is the only effectual fapport of moral vite 
tue ; and all open aéts of vice, as prejudicial to 
fociety : He fhould have power to provide for 
. the inftitution and fupport of the public worfhip 
‘ef God, and public teachers of religion and vir- 
tue, in ordi to maintain in the minds of the 
people that reverence of God; and that fenfe 
of moral obligation, without which there can be 
no confidence, no peace or happinefs in fociety. - 


Witnotr fach cate in government, there is 
danger that the people will forget the God that 
is above, and abandon themfelves to vice ; or, 
to fay the leaft, impiety and vice are much lefs 
likely to become general, where fuch careis tak- 
en, than where it is not. And God having in 
the conftitution of nature made religion and vir- 
tue conducive, and even neceflary to the happi- 
nefs of human fociety, he has thereby plainly 
taught us, that it isthe duty and bufinefs of 
fociety as fuch, or of the civil magiftrate to do 
every thing to promote them, that may be done 
without injuring the rights of con{cience. And 
no man who has full liberty of inquiring and 
examining for himfelf, of openly publithing and 
profefling his religious fentiments, and ot wor- 
fhipping God in the time and manner which he 
choofes, without being obliged to make any re- 
ligious profeffions, or attend any religious wor- 
fhip contrary to his fentiments, can juttly com= 
plain that his rights of confeience ate infringed. 
And {uch liberty and freedom every man may > 
_.enjoy, tho’ the government fhould require him 
: £0 
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£5 pay his picverson towards fupporting publi¢ —§ 
téachers of religion and morality. 


TAKINC this care of religion appears to be 
f> plain and important a duty, that the govern- 
ment which fhould wholly negie& it, would not 
only a@ a very unwife and imprudent part with 
refpect to themfelves ; but be guilty of bafe in- ° 
gratitude and a daring affront to heaven. By 
fuch condu& they would, as a community, in 
effect adopt the language of the profane fatalifts 
mentioned by Job, who “fay unto God, depart 
from-us ; for we defire not the knowledge of 
thy ways. What isthe Almighty that we fhould 
ferve him ? And what profit fhall we have if we 
pray unto him ?” Now altho’ it is poffible,  j 
that rulers who have no religion themfelves, | 
may enact proper laws to fupport it among the 
people, yet it.is to be remembered, that theit 


example will have great influence, and, if that be * § 


irreligious and vicious, will, in fome meafure, 
defeat the good effects of their authority, and do 
more to fpread corruption, than that willto 
prevent it. Ic is therefore highly proper in or- ~ § 
der to promote piety and good morals among § 
the people, that rulers be men who featgGod ; 
who have a juft fenfe of religion on their own | 
minds, and conform to it in their lives, 
meee. eo 
Ir may be proper to add, that though the | 
fear of Godmay exift, where there is no know- 
ledge or belicfof chriftianity ; yet that the fcheme 
of dofrines contained in the gofpel, is much 
; J ~ better 
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better calculated than any other known to the 
world, to produce and ftrengthen that divine 
principle. ‘The plan of redemption which. ie 
unfolds for the fallen race of men, exhibits the 
Deity in the moft amiable light, as the perfection 
of love and benevolence: * The. folemn fcenes 
which it opens beyond the grave ; the refurrec- 
tion of the dead; the general judgment; the 
equal diftribution of rewards and punifhments | 
to the good and_bad ; and the full completion 
of divine wifdom and goodnefs, in the iinal efta- 
blifment of order, perfeétion and happinefs,” 
afford fuch motives to the love and reverence of 


God, and to the pradtice of all holinefs and vir- 


tue, as.can be drawn from no other {cheme ‘of 
religion: And therefore a belief of the gofpel 
of Chrift may jultly be confidered, as an impor~ ~ 
tant qualification for a civil ruler, 


I might obferve further under this particular, 
that impious, immoral .men at the head of go- 
vernment, and having’authority to appoint fub- 
ordinate officers, will’ probably make choice of 
men of their own character, and in this way be 
a means of fpreading corruption, and -of much 
injury*to fociety : But 1 muft pafs on to confider 
another qualification of rulers. For 


TIL They muft be men of truth® 


Tris means men free from deceitand hypo- 
crify, guile, and falfehood :. Men who will not 
by flattery and cajoling, by falfehood, amd flau- 

~ dering 


dering acompetitor endeavor to get into authori- | 


ty : And who when they are in, will confcien- 
cioufly fpeak the truth in all their declarations 

and promifes, and pundtually fulfil all their en- 
gagements. ; 


In treating with other flates, they will a&@ with 
the fame integrity which honeft mendo in their 
private affairs, and promife nothing but what 


they intend, and think they fhall be able to, 


perform. Engagements already made to other 
powers, they will honeftly endeavor to fulfil, fo 
far as it belongs to their department, without 
fecking or pretending a caufe for failure, when 
mo fuch caufe exifts. 


Turvy will fhew the fame integrity and fideli- 


ty in their conduct towards individuals. They 
will not promile to any one, what they have rea- 
fon to think they cannot, or do not intend to 
perform. *Promiles of government already made, 
the execution of which belongs to them, they will 
look upon themfelyes bound to fulfil, if peffible, 
that no man may be a fufferer by confiding’in 
the public faith. - 


Crviv rulers generally bind themfelves ex-, 


prefsly, and always implicitly by accepting their 
office, faithfully to dilcharge the. duties of it. 
And a man of truth will pay a facred regard to 


this engagement. He will not content himfelf — 


with receiving the honors and emoluments of | 


his office, while he neglects the duties of it: Con- | 
: ; fidering - 
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fidering, that he has foleranly bound himflf 
eo do this bufinefs, he will give the fame care 
and attention to it, that a prudent man in a pri 
vate ftation does to his own particular concerns. 
A man of truth will not undertake an office, for 
which he thinks himfelf incapable ; becaufe this 
would be promifing to do, what he is confcious, 


he is incapable of dojng ; nor will he be in- 


ftrumental of appointing others to offices, for 
which he thinks them unqualified ;, this would 
be acting falfely ; becaufe by the appointment 
he declares, that he thinks them qualified. Ha- 
viog folemnly engaged to ufe his power for the 
public good, he will never employ itin encou= 
raging and fupporting the enemies of his coun- 
try,orto carry on, under the mafk of patriotifm, 
meafures to promote this own felfith and private 
views, or to fereen and protc& from public 
juftice, offenders againft fociety. He will not 
employ his abilities to impofe upon the under- 
ftandings of others, and make the worfe appear 
the better reafon, in order to difguife truth, and 
pervert juftice. He will not foffer one man, or 
one part of the community to be injured and 
robbed by another, when his office enables him 
to prevent it ; becaufe this would be violating 
his: promife. In a word, he will to his utmoft 
endeavor to anfwer the end of his inftitution by 
performing the duties of his flation, and mani- 
felt by all his coadu& that he is an honeft, up- 
right man. He will make no falfe pretences, 
he will put on no falfe appearances, but ever act 
with chriftian fimplicity, and godly Sincerity, 

SucH 
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‘Sven will be the condué of men of truth ? 
‘And fuch men only are proper to be intrufted 
with authority over a free people. Rulers of 
this character will be honored, beloved and con- 
fided in by their countrymen, and refpeéted by 
‘other nations ; their “fubje@ts will be eafy and 
happy, united together in the bonds of truth and 
‘Jove, and by their union able to defend them- 
felves againft invaders ; their government refting 
on the bafis of truth and juftice, will be firm 
and ftable, revered and honoured both at home 
and abroad. Whereas that deceit and hypo- 
erify, that falfehood and infincerity, that diffi- 
mulation and craftinefs, which have fo often 
diéated the meafures of government in moft of 
the nations of the earth, and which are exprefly 
recommended to rulers by Machiavel, .and in- 
culcated among other immoralities, as neceflary 
parts of a good education, in the celebrated-and 
much admired letters of alate britifh nobleman 
to his fon, * however they may fometimes fuc- 
ceed and procure -fome temporary advantages, 
will almoft always weaken and difgrace the go- 
vernment which practices them, ft by fapping 
the foundation of public credit, producing un- 
eafy jealoufics, difaffection, divifions and con- | 
tempt of authority among the people, and lead- ° 
ing them by example to the practice of the fame 

infincerity 

* Lord Cheflerfreld. 

~ There is no fafety where there is no ftrength, no 

- ftrength without anion, no union without juftice, no 

juflice where faith and truth in accowplifhing public 


‘and private enpagements is wanting. 
Sidney's difcourfes concerning government. 


} 


[ge 4 


jnfincerity, falfchood and difhonefty towards 
one another, which they fee in their rulers; and 
by rendering them infamous in the eyes of othet 


nations, and perhaps raifing up enemies to pune — 


jth their perfidy. 


Anp it may without doubt be afferted with : 


truth, upon the principles both of natural reli- 
gion and revelation, that that government, which 
is dire@ted by truth and integrity, will bid the 
faireft to fecure and promote the happinefs of 
the community, however contrary this affertion 
may be to the principles and practices of modern 
courtiers and politicians. But I muft proceed to 
the other qualification of a good ruler; mention- 
ed.in the text which is 


‘ 


4. Hating coveteoufnefi. Coveteoufnels, you 


all know, is aninordinate defire of riches ; fuch. 


a defire as will make a man purfue them by un- 
lawful means, and prevent his ufing them ina 
right manner. Hating coveteoufnefs is a ftrong 
expreffion to denote a freedom from this vicious 
temper, and a fenfe of its unreafonablenefs and 
gurpitude, . 


THAT itis of great importance that civil 
rulers have this qualification willbe evident up- 
on a little refleétion. 


CoveTrousness is a fruitful fource of cor- 
ruption. A man governed bythis appetite will 
be guilty of any enormity for the fake of gra- 

es . -tifying 


| 


ter 


tifyingit. “They that will be rich, fall into temp= 
tation anda {nare, and into many foolifh and 
hurtful lufts which drown men in deftruction 
and perdition : For the love of money is the 
root of all evil.” Almoftall the oppreffion, fraud 
and violence that has been done under the fun, 
has owed its rife and progrefs to coveteoufnefs. 
. The indulgence of this vice debafes the mind, 
and renders it incapable. of any thing generous 
and noble, contraéts its views, deftroys the prin- 


ciples of benevolence, friendfhip and patriotifm, » 


and gives a tin@ure of felfifhnels to all its fenti- 
ments.:.It hardens the heart and makes it deaf 
to the cries of diftrefs and the difates of chari- 
Wi it blinds and perverts the judgment and 
difpoles it to confound truth ang falfehood, 
right and wrong. ic = 

A civit ruler under the direction of this 
principle will opprefs and defraud his fubjeats, 
whenever he has it in his power ; he will negle& 
the duties of his office, whenever he can pro- 
mote his private intereft by the neglect ; he will | 
enact laws to ferve himfelf, not the community, 
and he will enad@ none that he thinlh» would be 
prejudicial to his private intereft, however bene- 
ficial they, might be to the public, however ne- 
eeflary for the fupport of juftice and equity be- 
tween man and man ; he will pervert juftice 
and rob the innocent for bribes ; he will | 
difvourage every meafure that would cecafion 
_expence to himfelf, however falutary to his | 


country ;' rather than part with his money, he | 
will 
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Will fee the arts and {ciences, which are fo of 

namental and friendly to acommunity, languith, 

erudition ftarve, and the rifing genius which 

* promifed glory to his country, nipt in the bud 

, by the cold hand of poverty ; yea religion it 

{elf, the greateft honor and bleffing of fociety, 

he will fee languifh and die, rather than impart 

any thing to fupport its caufe ; and having Jong 

looked upon riches in the fame light that good 

men do upon religion, as his chief good, and. 
feeling the fame attachment to them which they. 
do to that, he may, if required, by laws already 
made, to pay any thing for its fupport, abfurdly 

plead, that it is again{t his confcience, ftrangely 

miftaking his love of money for the love of God, 

and his. coveteoufnefs for his confeience ; fup- 

pofiag, with thofe corrupters of religion men- 
tioned by the apoftle, “ that gain is Godlinefs.”” 
If he has a voice in the appointment of fubor- 
dinate officers, he will fell his vote to the high- 
eft bidder, and appoint fuch as will be moft 
fabfervient to his private intereft, however un- 
qualified for the office : In a word, all his con- 
dué, all his reafoning and votes will be tinétur- 
ed by his &lfith fpirit; and in a critical time 
when great expence is neceflaty for the public 
fafety, he may by his parfimony be a means of 
the ruin of his country. es 


Bur a ruler who hates coveteoufnefs will 
‘condu& in avery different manner.—He will 
_ never opprefs er wrong the community: ; the 
| public intereft will be always fafe in his hands ; 


he 


= 


Ye will Freely expend his time and his cftate, fd 
difcharging the duties of his office for the good 
of his covntry.; he will be ever ready to .pro- 
mote good laws, tho’ they deprive him of op-. 
portunities of making gain, and involve him ir 
expence ; he will devile liberal things, end chear- 
fully bear his part in the expence neceflary to 
carry on every meafure, that promifes advantage 
to his country; he willdo all in his power to pro- 
mote the liberal atts and feiences, manufactures and 
all ufefal inventions, to encourage men of learn- 
ing and genius, and to aid th; caule of religion 
and virrue: In promoting men to places of truft, 


he will be influenced by no felfifh, private views, ~ 
but bya regard to the public good ; no bribe will | 
purchafe his vote for an unfit an, and hating | 
coveteoulnels hitnfelf, no confideration will in- | 
duce him.to give it for a fardid, avaritious | 


wretch ; Ke will negle&t no meafures neceflary 


for the public fafety aad bappinefs, for fear of ; 
parting with his money. In fine, all his condudét | 
will bear the marks of his noblenefs and libe= | 


rality of fentiment,- of his difintercitedaels and 
public fpirit. - 

{1 wave: now tonfidered. the feveral qualifi- 
cations of a good ruler mentioned in the text: 


And they all appear neteflary to form that cha- | 


rater, whether in the legiflative, executive ot 
judicial depattment: Nor is it eafy to fay in 


which, they are moft neceflary ; tho’ it is not | 
difficult to fee, that the want of any one of them 4 
in “ther, mutt be prejudicial and dangerous fo | 


- he community. Bur 


& ¥ 
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-. Ymuft now make fome reflections upon the fub? 
jet, and apply itto the prefent occafion. And 


a. Wuat has been faid of the neceflity of 
government tor the peace and happinefs of man- 
kind,may lead us to refleé&t with fhame upon the 
felGfhnefs and corruption of our fpecies, who, 
with all their rational and mroral powers, can no 
otherwife be kept from injuring and deftroying 
one another, than by fuperior force, or the fear 
‘of temporal fufferings and puniffiment ; and 
with whom you are no Ionger fafe, than it is 
unfafe for them to hurt you. This is a very 
humiliating confideration : And, fo far as we 
know, there is no other order of creatures thro” 
out the boundlefs univerfe, who, if left to their 
natural liberty, would be fo mifchievous to ons 
another as men. 


2, This may alfo lead us to refle& with plea- 
fure and gratitude to God, upon the fteps which 
have been taken by this people to frame a new 
conftitution of government ; and thata plan has 
been formed which appears in general fo well 
calculated to guard the rights and liberties, and 
promote the happinefs of fociety ; aud which it 
is to be hoptd will foon be the foundation of 
our government, inftead of that antiquated in- 
| feeure bafis upon which it now refts. 


3, We may likewife fee from what has been 
faid, how much it is the duty and intereft of @ 
people to pay duc fubmiffion to the orders of 

government, 
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government, and to endeavour unitedly to fup- 
port its authority. Both rulersand fubjeéts are 
perhaps too apt to confider their refpective in- 
terefts as diftin& and feparate: Whereas they 
are in truth oneand the fame,—the profperity 
_ and happinefs of the whole community. Every 

_ thing done by fubjeéts in obedience to, and fup- 
port of, the juft authority ef government is con- 
ducive to their own happinefs ; and every thing 
done by governors, that is beneficial to the 
governed, is likewife fo to themfelyes; And it 
is from the mutual endeavors of both to ferve 
each other, that the profperity of fociety mult 
refult. If rulers abufe their power, they may 
deftroy the happinefs of the community ; but this 
may be done as effectually by the fubjects re- 
fufing to obey and fupport the authority of 

overnment. Nor may any people expect to 
enjay all the bleffings of fociety, uniefs their go- 
vernment is preferved in due force and yigor. 


4. Weare reminded of the gratitude which we 
owe to God, that he hasnot permitted the natural 
and important right which every fociety has of 
electing its own rulers to be wrefted out of our 


hands, as is the cafe infome other countries. 


Had Great-Britain carryed on, without oppofiti- 
on, the meafures fhe was purfuing with us, we 
fhould probably in a little time have been wholly 


deprived of this privilege. She had already affu- | 
med an abfolute right of appointing too branches | 


of the Iegiflature. © Thefe would have bad the 
appointment of all judicial and military officers : 
ms And 


And upon the fame ground that fhe robbed ug. 
of the ele&tion of a Governor formerly, and of 
Counfellors lately, fhe might have annihilated 
the Houfe of Reprefentatives ; or if the had not 
done this in form, the might by bribery and 
corruption, have rendered that houfe a meer 
tool to the fervants of the crown,- as is the cafe 


in that country. tis therefore owing to the ©’ 


oppofition whichis people made to the mea- 
fures of the Britifh court, and to the bleffing of 
God upon that oppofition, that they have now 
a voice in appointing their own rulers ; other- 
wife our government might now have been in 
the hands of the weakeft and moft profligate 
favourites of that corrupt and infatuated court. 


5. We are reminded how much it is the 
duty and intereft of a people, who are in the in- 
joyment of this right, to exercife it with pru- 
dence and integrity. The people’s appointing 
their. own rulers will be no fecurity for their 
good government and happinefs, if they pay no. 
regard to the character of the men they appoint. 
A dunce or aknave, a profligate or an avaricious 
worldling will not make a good magiftrate, be- 
caufe he is ele&ted by the people. To make 
this right of advantage to the community, due. 


-attention mutt be paid to the abilitics and moral 


- character of the candidate. This is a confide- 


yation that concerns this people at large, as all 
have a voice in the ele@ion of our-rulers, cither 
perfonally, or by : their reprefentatives. But 
upon this occafion it is proper to obferve, that it 

* | efpecially 


diftinguifh, fo far as they can, thefe characters, 


Ray he 


efpecially concerns the members of the honora- 

ble Council and houfe of Reprefentatives here 
prefent, by whom the counfellors for the enfu- 

ing year arethis day to beeleéted, And I fhall 

not, I hope, be tho’t to go beyond my line of 
duty, if1 fay ; that the electors ought notto give 
their votes at random, or from perfonal ~ or pri- 
yate views. They act in this bufinefs in a pub- 
lic charaéer, -by virtue of power delegated to 
them by the people, to whom, as well’as to 
God, the origin of all power, they ere account- 
able for the ufe they make of it. Nor can they 
anfwer it to either, or even to their own con- 
fciences, if thro’ interefted or party views, they 
advance to the Council Board, men unqualified 
for the important dutics of that ftation. At 
fuch a critical time as the prefent, the want of 
wifdom or integrity in that houfe may be attend- 


ed with the moft fatal confequences. The ad- 


vice of Jethro in the text, demands the confide- 
ration of all thofe who are to bear a part in the 
ele@ions of this day. ‘‘ Provide out of all the 


people, able men, ‘fech as fear God, men of | 


truth, hating coyetcoufnels.” There never was 


a time when fuch men were more neceflary at | 


that board than the prefent. Nor would I en- 


tertain an opinion fo difhonorable to my coun- | 


try, as to fuppofe thereare not fuch men in it 5 
tho’ I cannot at the fame time entertain an 
idea fo flattering, as to fuppofe there are not 
many among us who fall far fhort of this cha- 
raéter. It belongs to the prefent electors to 
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one from the other, and to give their votes only 
for the former. Whoever confiders the part 
which this Board has in legiflation, their au- 
_ thority in dire€ting the military and naval 
force of the ftate, their being invefted with the 


tant cafes with a fupreme judicial power will be 
fenfible, that great wifdom, integrity and forti- 
tude are neceflary for the right management of 
thefe powers. Should they be committed to 
men of fmall abilities and little knowledge ; 
men unacquainted with the nature of govern- 
ment, and with the circumftances of this ftate ; 
men void of integrity, of .narrow, contracted 
views, governed by ambition, avarice or fome 
other felfith paffion ; men of no fortitude and re- 
folution, of daftardly effeminate fpirits ; fhould 
fuch men, IJ fay, be intrufted with the greatand 
important powers velted in the Council, what 
could be expected, but that their public condu& 
would bear the marks of their ignorance, weak- 
nefs, effeminacy and felfifhnefs, to the ‘great 


common wealth. And tho’ fuch men may be 
as fond of this ftation, as thofe who are beft 
qualified for it, and perhaps much fonder, 
yet it would be fo far from rendering them 
truly onourable, that it would only render 
them the more infamous,by bringing into public 


of fuch men, would fix an indelible ftain upon 
their own charaéters, and inherit the curfes of 
the prefent and future generations. ee 
Bur 


fupreme executive power, and in fome impor-. 


injury and difhonor, if not to the ruin of the’ 


view their vices and defects ; while the electors - 
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Biz men who havethemfelves been honored 
by the ‘unbiafed fuffrages of their country, — 
muft furely be too wife and virtuous, thus to 

* proftitute their votes ; and it may, I hope, be 
taken for granted, that knowledge and integrity, 
the fear of God, anda public fpirit, will govern 
in the enfuing election, and fuch men beraifed 
to the Council Board as will do honor to that | 
refpe@able flation, to their electors and thems 
felves. ek | 


I now beg leavé, with all due defference and 
fabmiffion, to fuggeft a few things that may | 
‘reafonably be expected of a General Court, 
compofed of fuch men as the text defcribes, by 
the people who have invefted them with this 

- power andauthority,, And, i 


Ir may be expected, that they will give due 
attetition to the public affairs committed totheit 
care: By accepting a feat ineither houfe,aman 
does, implicitly at leaft, folemnly engage to at= 
tend to the bufinefs, which is there to be tran® 
aéted. Nor, do I fee how he can with any 
propriety be. called a man of truth, who after 
fuch engagement, negleéts that bufinefs, for the . 
fake of going to his farm, his mercbandife or 
his pleafure. It appears to me, that fuch neg- 
Ie& argues great unfaithfulnefs in the delin- 
quents, and it may be attended with very per- | 
nicicus confequences. Individuals may and | 
often do plead in excufe for this, that the 
bufinefs may be done witheutthem: Butthey | 
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Gught to remember, that every one hasan equal 
right to excufe himfelf by this plea, and if all 
fhould do fo, the concerns of the public muft » 
_ be wholly negleéted.- _ But, 


_ Ir may be jufily expeéted that our civil rulers 
willtakedue care to provide for the public defences 
Notwithftanding the great cxertions we have al- 
ieady made, ad the great things whichGod has 
done for us,we muit {till contend with the enemies 
ef our rights ahd liberties,or become their abject 
flaves. . And it depetids, in a great meafure, 
- Upon our public rulers under God, whe- 
ther we fhall conrend with fiiccefs, or not. Ir 
is by their feafonable and prudent meafures that 
an army is to be provided and furnifhed with 
eeceffuries, to oppofe the enemy. And it moft 
be the with of every trucAmerican, that nothing 
may be omitted which can be done to fuppore 
. and render fuccefsfuil fo important a canfe > a 
caufe fo juft in the fight of God and man,which 
Heaven has’ fo rematkably cwned, and all wile 
and good men approved ; a caufe which not 
only dire@ly involves in it the rights and liber- 
tics of America; but in which the oappinefs of © 
mankind is fo nearly concerned: For in this 
extenfive light Lhave always confidered the caufe 
in which we are contending. Should our ene= | 
mies finally prevail, and eftablifh that abfolute ’ 
dominion over us, at which they aim, they would 
‘not only render us the moft miferable of ail 
nations, but probably be able by the riches and 
forces of America to triamph over the arms of 
| France | 
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France and Spain, and carry their conquefts to 
every corner of the globe ; nor can we doubs, 
but that they. would carry them, wherever there 
wds wealth to tempt:the enterprize : The noble 
fpirit of liberty which has arifen in Ireland would 
be inftantly. crufhed,.and the brave men, who 
have \appeared  foremoft in: its fupport; be re- 
warded with an.ax or a halter: ‘he few advo- 
cates for this fuffering caufe in Britain would be 
hunted: and perfecuted as enemies to: govern- 
ment, and be obliged in defpair to abandon her 
intereft :. And in every country where this event 
fhould be known, the friends of liberty would 
be difheartened, arid feeing her in the power of 
her. enemies,: forfake her, :as::the difciples of 
Chrift did their matter. :,,So that our being fub- 
dued to.;the will of our enemies, might: in its, 
confequences be the banifhment of liberty from 
among -mankind.; ,-The heaven-born virgin. fee~ 
ing hervotaries flain, her altars.o’er-thrown, and 
her ‘temples, -demolifhed,: and finding no fafe. 
habitation on earth, would. be. obliged like the 
great patron of liberty, the firft-born of God, 
to afcend to her God and our. God, her Father. 
and our Father, from whom fhe was fent to blefs 
- mankind, leaving an ungrateful. world, after fhe 
had like him, been “ rejected and defpifed of 
men,” in. flavery and mifery, till with him fhe 
fhall again defcend to reign and triumph on 
earth. . Such might be the .confequence, fhould 
the arms of Britain. triumph over us. Whereas, 
if America preferves her freedom, fhe will be 
an afylum for the oppreffed and perfecuted of 

¥ every 
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every country ; her example and fuccefs will’ 
encourage the friends, and roufe a fpirit of liber- 
ty thro’ other nations ; and will probably be 
the means of freedom and happinefs to Ireland, | 
and perhaps in time to Great-Britain and many 
other countries. So that our conteft is not meetly 
for our own families, friends, and pofterity ; but 


for the rights of humanity, for the civil and 


religious privileges of mankind. We have furely 
then aright to expect, that the government of 
this flare will neple@ no meafure that is neceflary 
_ On their part, to aid fo intereftinga caufe, what- 
ever difficulties or expence may attend it. And, 
I hope, it may with equal confidence be expee: 
ed, that the people will cheartally lend their 
arms, and bear the expence that may be requi- 
red for fo glorious a purpofe. Great expence 
rout. without doubt be neceffary to carry of | 
our defence : But whoever is difpofed on this 
account, to give up the difpute, proves himfelf 
totally unworthy of the liberty for which we 
are contending. 


As the fupport, or rather the recovery of the 
public credit, is abfolutely neceflary to our hav- 
ing a refpeétable army in the ficld, as well as td 
our internal peace and profperity ; it may be 
expeéted that this government will not be want 
ing in any meafure for this purpofe, which wif- 
dom and fend policy can fuggelt. 


Ir by means of the depreciation of our paper 
currency, and any law of this ftaie, many per- 
: fans 
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fons have fuffered, and are fill liable to fuller 
great injury ; if this injultice fails principally 
“upon widows and fatherlefs children, and fueh 


others as are lealt ableto fapport themfelves un: 
der the lofs, this furely is an evil that ought 
{peedily to be redreffed ; and, if it be poffible, 
compenfatioa fhould be made to the fuffcrers, 
by thofe who have grown rich by this iniquity. 
And as the General Court of the lalt year, did 
with great jultice make an allowance, for the 
depreciation of the currency, in fixing their own 
wages, and in fome other initances, it may juftly 
be expected that the honourable Court of this 


"year, will go on to extend this jultice to every 
part of the community, and order the fame al- 


lowance to bg made in difcharging all debis and 


contraéts, however their privace inieielt may be 


ghereby afletted, 


THE large taxes now levyingand to be levied, 
miake it peculiarly proper that great care fhould - 
be taken in fixing the proportion which the 
different parts of the community are ref{pectively 
to pay; and we havea right to expcét, that our 
honoured fathers who are to guard the rights of 
the whoie, will not require any particular part 
to bear a greater proportion of this burden than 
is jut, confidering its abiliry and circumftances. 


Lizerty and learning are fo friendly to eacis 
other, and fo naturally thrive and flourith toge- 
ther, that we may juftly expect, that the guardi- 
gus of she formes will not neglect the latter. 
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The good education of children is a matter of 

great importance to the common-wealth. Youth 

is the time to plant the-mind with the principles 

‘of virtue, truth and honor, the love of liberty 

and of their country-;. and to furnifh it with 

all ufeful knowledge. And tho’ in this bufinefs 

much depends upon parents, guardians and maf- 

ters, yet it is incumbent upon :the’ government 

to make:-provifion for fchools, and all fuitable 

means of inftruction. - Our College juftly claims 
the. patronage and affiftance of the {tate, ‘in re= 

turn for the able men with which fhe has fur- 

nifhed the public ; not to obferve, that her pre- 

Sent fuffering and low ftate renders her an:ob- 

ject of pity : By the well: known depreciation, 

fhe, as well-as many of her fons in the miniftry, 

have loft a great part of their income ; fhe and 

they having. in this refpe&, had the fame hard 

lot with widows and orphans.’ ' Nor will I fup- 

pofe that we fhall ever have a General Court, of 
fo little love to their country, or fo little fenfible 

of the importance of : literature: to its virtue, _ 
liberty and happinefs, fo barbarous and favage, 

as to fuffer her, or any of her family to languifh 

in poverty, dr to want what is neceffary to theie 

making a decent and honorable appearance. — 


Ir any thing can be done by government to 
difcourage ‘prodigality and extravagance, vain 
and expenfiveamufements, and fantaftic foppery, 
and to encourage the cppolite virtues, we may 
reafonably hope it will not be negleéted. The 
fondnefs of our countrymen, or, fhall I fay, 

“ country 
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country-women, for fhowey and ufclefs orna- 
‘ments and other articles of luxury, has been 
‘émarked by a gentleman in Europe, of great 
‘eminence for political wifdom, as very unbe- 
coming our prefent circumftances. This is 2 
folly that bodes ill tothe public; and it muft 
~ be the with of every wife and good man, that it 
were laid afide. Men in authority, if they can 
do no more, may, at leaft difcountenance it by 
their example ; and this will not be without its 
poets ao isin ca ih OA a RO aca 


FINALLY,our political fathers will not fail,to 
do all they can, to promote religion and virtue 
through the community, as the fureft means of 
rendering their government eafy and happy to 
themfelves and the people. For this purpofe 
they will watch over their morals, with the fame 
affectionate’ and tender care, that a pious and 
prudent parent watches ever his children, and 
by all the methods which love to God and man 
can infpire, and wifdom point out, endeavor to 
check and fupprefs all impietyand vice, and lead 
the people to the practice of that righteoufnels 
which exalteth a nation. If any new laws are 
‘wanting, or more care in the execution of laws 
already made, for difcouraging protanefs, intem- 
. perance, lewdnefs, extravagant ‘gaming, extor- 

tion, fraud, oppreffion or any other vice, they 
will take {peedy care to fupply this defect, and 
render themfelves a terror to evil doers, as well 
- as an encouragement to fuch as do well. They 
will promote to places -of truft, men of piety, 
Mek . truly 
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4ruth and’ benevolence. Nor will they fail ep 
‘exhibit in their own lives, a fair example of that 
piety and virtue, which they with to fee practifed 
by the people: They will thew that they are 
not afhamed of the gofpel of Chrift, by paying 
a due regard to his facred inftitutions, and toall 
the laws of his kingdom. Magiftrates may pro- 
bably do more in this way, than in any othér, 
and perhaps more than any other order of men, 
to preferve or recover the morals ofa people. 
The manners of a court are peculiarly catching, 
and, like the blood in the heart, quickly flow te 
the moft diftant members of the body. If there- 
forerulers defires to fee religion and virtue flourifh 
in the community over which they prefide, they 
muft countenance and encourage them by their 
own example And to excite them to this, — 


I must not omit to obferve, that tho’ the fear 
of God,a regardto truth anda hatred of covete~ 
oufnefs, are neceflary to form the character of 2 
good ruler, they are, if poffible, ftill more ne- 
ceflary to form the character of a good man, 
and fecure the approbation of God, the Judge 
of all: Forto him magiftrates in common with. 
other men areaccountable. Nor does he regard 
the perfons of princes any more than of their 
fubjects. If they are impious and vicious, if 
they abufe their power, they may bring great 
mifery upon qther men, but they will furely bring 
much greater upon themfelves. The eye of 
heaven furveys all their counfels, defigns and 
a@ions ; and the day is coming, when thefe 


fhall 
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fhali all be made manifeft, and every one receivd — 
according to his works. Happy they, who in 
that day fhall be found faithful, for they -thall 
lift up their heads with confidence, andamidft ap- 
plauding ee enter into the joy of their Lord z 
While thofe who have oppreffed and injured — 
_ the people by their power, and corrupted them by 
their example, fhall be covered with fhame and 
confufion, and fentenced to that place of black- 
nefs and darknefs, where there is weeping, and 


wailing, and gnafhing of teeth ! 


Ler me now conclude, by reminding this 
affembly in general, that it concerns us all to 
fear God, and to be men of truth hating covet- 
- éouftels. The low and declining ftate of reli- | 
gion and virtue among us, is too obvious not to 
be feen, and of too threatening an afpeé not to 
be lamented by all the lovers of God and their 
country. Tho’ our b-ppinefs as a community, 
depends much upon the condué of our rulers ; 
yet it is not in the power of the beft govern- 
ment to make a®i impious, profligate people 
happy. How well-foever our public affairs 
may be managed, we may undo ourfelves by our 
vices. And it is from hence, I apprehend, that _ 
our greateft danger arifes. That fpirit of infide- 
lity, felfithrefs, luxury and diffipation, which fo 
deeply marks our prefentmanners, is more for- 
midable thanall the arms of our enemies, Would 
we but reform our evil ways, humble ourfelves 
under the corrections, and be thankfal for the 
mercies of heayen ; revive that piety and public 
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fii that temperance atid Fragality! which bade 


entailed immortal honor on the memory of our . 
-fenowed anceftors ; we might then, putting our 


truft in God, humbly hope that our public cala- 


_mities would be foon at an end, our. independ- 


‘and glory, peace and happinefs dwell in our. 


others may do, and however it may fare:with | 


3 sad exercife of perfec. peace, free ‘and asi 


ence eftablifhed, our rights and liberties fecured, 


Jand. Such happy effects to the public, might 
we expett from a pete tes 
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Bor ler. every one Yetviemiber,. that whatever: 


our. eye it, fhall oe be oll pis the 
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: CORRECTIONS aie 
Pace line from read 


12 7 bottom in this 
23 7 top it is 
7° bottom power to the rapiftrate', 
Uy rs bottom profeflion ; 
45 3&4 top. is fo plain and important 
34 4 bottom infecare balis 

BS 3 bottom’ — two branches 

* "36 9 tep this people. , 


, : e Some flips in Spelling and pointing are omitted, 


° 


BE. tet. haa ss SER 


A 


ee 


